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Wroduction. 

i When James Connolly. Marxian , socialist a^id^Com- 
mander-hi-Ohie)! oi: th^ Irish re vohUio nary army o^EJaster 
Week, 1916, was aivalting his doom at- the litrtida ot a 
British firing squad, his last words spoken to h'l-s daugh- 
ter Nora, expressed a I'^ar that his comrades in the so- 
cialist movement would not understand, this action. And 
few ol' them did. British Socialists in particular, no|; all 
of them -tho, regarded Connolly's heroic actaa a national- ., 
let gesture, not having anV relatloh whatever to the class \ 
'struggle. That Connolly Was a rbvolutionSst of the new . I 
type, .a man. who. knew all the weak spots in the imperial- 
ist s'tructure and. also luiew how, to mobilize all the' anti- 
imperialist forces against the enemy, is proven hy Com- 
rade SchiUller in his .excellent article -to which those few 
—wards are an introduction. ' . \ 

James Connolly was born of prohitarian parents in 
L'he northern part of Ireland. He wa|3 obliged to gq to 
work for a boss at an early age., In fact, he had to. lie , 
:^j iiJbout'his age in order to evade the law regarding child > 

Id lail^Or Early in hisVi>fe he became interested in the so- 

cialisf movement an/l agitated in! Scotland;, England and 
Ireland, before his Tir&t visit to' the Uni^ted States tor < 

a Breaking tour. I , . , 

Tho extremely nctive In the A'Uiorican; working clojss 
movemt^nt, despite the mental agony i he ; fullered owing 
to the distress of his family, thru ^loverty, . CgnnoUy ' 
never lost interest in the Irislh i^evolutioiiary movement, ■ 
natipnalist and proletarian., Hja attached considerable ■ ■ 
importance to the necessity of reaching the Irish , nation- | 
alis't workers in the United Staj^es with the message of 
aooialism. He I'ounded the Irish jSocialist Federation and 
The Harp, las its ofllcial organ. { Of -this monthly sheet 
Connolly was edl.tor, printer and newsboy. 

The Federation, and its missijon, -was ,sneer6d at in a 
superior. munnor by the'ionXclal s'ocialistH and it gradu^ylly 
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